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Armchairs with Nobilis fabric,
and an original portrait of Alain
de Bordasʼ grandmother
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AT BAUDON DE MAUNY 18TH CENTURY CHARACTER MEETS
21ST CENTURY COMFORT AND DESIGN. WE SPEAK TO
OWNER ALAIN DE BORDAS AS HIS FAMILY’S EXCITING
VENTURE TAKES SHAPE.

Family

Business
In the heart of Montpellier, a townhouse that has been handed through seven generations of the
same family is the perfect place for lovers of the city to experience a slice of its rich history as
well as its beautifully modern future. Baudon de Mauny, owned by Alain de Bordas and his wife
Nathalie may only have five rooms, as well as one larger apartment but their dedication to
creating something with a special heart and identity since they opened for business three years
ago, has seen clientele rave about the guesthouse.
Nathalie, an interior designer by trade, has created a variety of moods and colours through each
room (all have drastically different designs), all of which is mixed with the family atmosphere that
permeates through the building as the couple have an apartment within the guesthouse and
have three children under ten living there. This mix of comfort and style, says Alain, has made
Baudon de Mauny, “something very special”.
“Our clients really appreciate the details,” he says, talking about how his wife’s eye for design
touches has won several fans who have rested their weary heads in the ‘hôtel particulier’ as the
French term this type of central guesthouse. “The visitors catch everything,” he continues, “It’s
very pleasant for us to meet these people and it’s the effect of the Baudon.
“We had people come last week from Japan, they didn’t speak a word of French or English so it
was a little bit complex but you could see in their eyes that they were catching every detail we
have put down throughout the house. We are very lucky as we have very interesting people.
They are not playing games, not arriving here and throwing money to ask what they can get for
this and that, it’s not at all this kind of guest.”
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So who is the typical guest then? Alain thinks for a few seconds then says, “While we
don’t have a common customer, one of the common traits with all the customers is
that they are all very good in what they are doing for a living. We have conductors,
actors, architects, lawyers, medical people. All are very good at what they’re doing
and all appreciate what we’ve tried to create here.”
The Baudon was a townhouse until three years ago when Alain and Nathalie decided
it was time for a change, the former revealing the home had been in his family since
1839. “My grandmother told me that one of here ancestors had bought this beautiful
home and I always loved it, the idea came to us to create something like the Baudon
and this house was perfect.”
He reveals that until three years ago the former nobleman’s house was rented, but
due to its size it was ideal for a hôtel particulier. “Now we have the five rooms, the
apartment, then our own space along with a tea rooms and art gallery beside us which
are rented to me and which also give an added touch of something unique that
catches people’s attention.”
For those already convinced, you’ll find Baudon de Mauny on Rue del la Carbonnerie
and once you’ve opened the heavy wooden porch door, crossed the cobbled
courtyard and stepped into the Baudon, you will, in the words of Alain, “step into a
world where 18th century character meets 21st century comfort and design”. Clients
can then choose from five rooms – Gypseries, Orchidées, Flamants Roses, Pavots
and Papillons – that marry contemporary interiors with lovingly-preserved original
features dating back to the 1700s.
At the Baudon you are “standing on the corner of the ancient and the modern”
to quote one recent review, where moulded ceilings and cornices meet giant
Marimekko-print lounging cushions, chairs designed by Gerrit Rietveld and Harry
Bertoia, and Cole & Son wallpaper. Guests can also enjoy breakfast in another
fabulously decorated room with little tables, red sofas and panels of golden silk. “The
food is good too,” says a chucking Alain.
Elsewhere the décor sees top designers mixed with touches that remind clients they
are in a family environment. Yes is one room there’s an armchair with wonderful
Nobilis fabric but beside it is an exquisite portrait of de Bordas’ grandmother in her
youth for instance. Elsewhere on these pages you’ll see a rocking-chair from Charles
& Ray Eames, the odd Habitat lamp or armchair, Louis XIII tables, an armchair from
Patricia Urquiola by Moroso, and even curtains with Osborne and Little fabrics. It’s a
fine mixture and one that certainly didn’t happen overnight.
“We brought in an architect for all the technical specifications but when we were
thinking about what to do inside that was always with my wife as she is an interior
designer,” adds de Bordas, “so it’s her job and everyone who walks through the doors
would agree that she has done everything very well.”

[Top]
Lamp from Habitat, with wallpaper
form Cole & Son in the Papillons
suite
[Bottom]
In the Pavots suite, an armchair
from Patricia Urquiola by Moroso,
with wallpaper from Cole & Son
[Opposite page]
Rocking-chair from Charles & Ray
Eames and a Louis XIII table
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[Left]
Pictured in the Orchidées suite,
armchairs from Harry Bertoi
alongside curtains complete
with Osborne and Little fabrics

Of the overall theme they wanted to create in the hotel, Alain
says that keeping the 18th century style highly visible was
essential and always at the forefront of his and Nathalie’s
thinking. “It was key for us to keep that 18th century feel for a
modern twist, because we don’t see the point in opening the
house up to people if you don’t show that it has history, that it
has a past. However, we are in 2010 and we had to be
careful as you want the modern touch as well. So we have to
be able to put this superb 18th century mansion into this
century without destroying it.”
Backing up de Bordas’ point one former guest says the
design is “contemporary but not to the detriment of the
original features”. However, like many who have stayed there
– including several travel writers who seem to have sniffed
out Baudon’s wonderful appeal since the day it opened – one
of the biggest appeals is that de Bordas himself likes to give
each guest a brief rundown of the building’s history,
instilling each visitor with a sense of history and a sense that
they are not just staying in ‘any old place’.
“I certainly like to tell people about the place but once they
are here I think the work that we have done is very clear. The
key for me though again is the very good job that my wife has
done, because no style kills the other, nothing overpowers –
it’s not too modern because if you get rid of the 18th century
style you get rid of what makes the building special, but to
give this new project an identity we needed those modern
touches as well.”
Of those who have been fans of the Baudon de Mauny thus
far, there have been architects who are part of the ‘Le Grand
Paris’ project which aims to reinvigorate the greater Paris area
with a series of visionary designs and innovations over the
coming 20 years. “We had a couple of people who are
working on that project, Jean Nouvell for instance. People of
a high calibre coming here and enjoying what we have
created has given us immense pleasure.”
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